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A STUDENT’S VIEW… I think it says it all! 
by Thomas Vatter, student at NBMSS, Navarre Beach Resident, Sr. Attending FSU in the Fall 

 
For the past year I have participated in the Navarre Beach Marine Science Station through, learning about marine science and the gulf coast ecosys-

tem specifically, and teaching local children as we learn.  Great intellectual and moral strength is required to learn and educate at the 
same time, but the learning is fun and easy for me because I have had a lifelong interest in the ocean. 
 
I’ve always loved the water, I learned to swim when I was 4 and it has been a passion of mine ever since.  In middle school I joined the 
swim team and continued swimming competitively through high school finishing as captain of the team my senior year.  I also com-
pleted a lifesaving course and am now lifeguard certified.  Both of these tasks require a great deal of strength of many kinds.  Physical 

strength as demonstrated in my achievements in the pool like qualifying for regional swim meet and passing the physical aspects of lifeguarding and 
grueling swim practice.  Moral strength in being a leading figure of the team and being responsible for the safety and well-being of others. 
 
The Marine Science Station requires character and strength.  Working individual stations, the students teach children about a wide range of topics 
from, sea turtles or sharks to kayaking or deep sea life.  It is challenging keeping the attention of twelve fifth graders but the struggles worth it for me 
when I heard the kids say “this station was awesome” or “I love this field trip” because then I know that I have possibly made a difference in that 
child’s life or sparked an interest in the ocean or marine life.  I have strained long hours for the class with extra research and studies to further my 
knowledge to help educate others. 
 
Are you smarter than a fifth grader?  I thought I was until my senior year of high school, when I got involved with the Navarre Beach Marine Science 
Station.  The Navarre Beach Marine Science Station is a newly established marine station located at the Navarre Beach Park in Santa Rosa County, 
Florida K-12 students, 4-H, and the community.  Through Navarre High School I enrolled in Dual Enrollment Marine Biology and Oceanography to 
learn about the Gulf of Mexico, its watershed, and environmental issues facing the area through direct data collection, fishing clinics, and hands-on 
activities, while attending classes at the station.  Part of the program involves the high school student teaching the younger children about marine 
sciences.  We teach younger students about the Gulf of Mexico in action packed two hour festivals by using 15 minute learning stations, taught inde-
pendently by the high school students,, focused on fishing limits, marine debris, casting skills, and various topics of study.  I was thrown into teaching 
very quickly and as Mrs. Mauro, our teacher at the station, yelled “okay it’s time to prepare your stations, the kids are ready!”  I was so nervous I 
could nearly remember my name, let alone the fresh material we learn on fish only a week ago.  But the youngsters began their relentless approach, 
breaking into excited sprints of chaos as they saw the science station.  As they climbed the stairs, I swallowed my nerves and cheerfully greeted them 
at the door and invited them inside, once seated inside the classroom I nervously  began to teach  about fish adaptations, my assigned topic for this 
station rotation.  But as I continued I was pleasantly surprised when I found myself remembering all the material I learned and keeping full attention 
of the fifth graders.  My confidence was soaring, until I asked if there were any questions.  A torrent of obscure questions that can only come from 
the minds of ten-year-olds attacked me.  “Is that fish Nemo?”  “Are all whales nice?”  “Why are goblin sharks white?”  “How old are you?”  “Can I 
hold that fish?”  “What’s that?”  the questions were so many and so fat I barely heard them, and the ones I could comprehend I had absolutely no 
answer for.  The pressure was mounting as they waited for answers I didn’t have, so I assured them I’d answer to the best of my ability and look up 
the rest of the information in our numerous books in the station.  After looking through a few books and answering a majority of the questions, the 
kids were satisfied and happy with my performance, then they moved on to the next rotation and I had a mere half a second to catch my breath as 
the next group moved in the classroom and took seats, awaiting for me to begin instruction.  Through this learning experience at the Navarre Marine 
Science Station gave me the intellectual and moral strength to overcome obstacles. 

DID YOU KNOW??? 
 
The Navarre Beach Leaseholders and Resi-
dents Association (NBLRA) will be a Prime 
Sponsor of the third annual Run for the 
Reef 5K.  This move indicates our strong 
and continued support for the event and 
the Marine Sanctuary effort to establish 
snorkeling and diving reefs off the Navarre 
Beach County Park areas.  NBLRA is proud to be associated with pro-
jects in our community that support the conservation and under-
standing of our valuable natural resources here on Navarre Beach. 
 
A check presentation will be held at the next NBLRA regularly  
scheduled meeting at 10:00 a.m. on May 21st at the Marine Science 
Station located on Navarre Beach. 
 
NBLRA is looking forward to the October 15th event with great antici-
pation.  The award’s ceremony will be on the newly expanded Na-
varre Beach Pier Deck. 

PANHANDLE BUTTERFLY HOUSE OPENS! 

 
The Butterfly House is now open through Sept. 3, 2011! 

 
The Public can visit  

Thurs. - Sat. - 10:00—3:00  
Group (10 or more) Tours can visit Mon. - Wed.  

by Appointment Only. 
 

For more informa-
tion on upcoming 

events to to   
 
 
 
 

 

www.panhandlebutterflyhouse.org 



 
Hello Everyone, 
 
The tornadoes that hit Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, etc, reminded us that Hurricane Season is not far away. 
Most of my family lives in a small rural area between Bessemer and Tuscaloosa, Alabama. The first storm hit 
them at 5:00 A.M. Wednesday. My sister has a tree on her house and boat, my brother has trees down in his 
yard and windows out and my son had a tree across his drive. No one has electricity or telephone service. We 
have been communicating by cell phones when they can get them charged up. We are so thankful that no one 
was injured except the neighbor across the street who fell and broke her leg. 
 
Tuscaloosa was not so fortunate. Please keep all of those people in our thoughts and prayers. Some have lost 
their homes and everything they owned. Others have lost family members, friends and neighbors. 
  
Mr. Michael Walther, President of Coastal Tech, gave us an outline of the renourishment for the beach that 
hopefully will begin in 2013. They do anticipate we will not need 11 million cubic yards of sand as for the initial 
renourishment in 2006. We have some erosion on the ends and scallops in the middle of the beach. The beach 
was monitored during May 2010 and the estimated loss was 90,378 cubic yards. There will be no new sand 
placed on the dunes unless we have more erosion. At this point they have only eroded about 6 inches to 12 
inches and it would kill the vegetation if sand is placed on top . Hopefully, the vegetation will put down strong 
roots and catch sand and rebuild naturally. The bad news is the State provided 49.85% of the funding previ-
ously. There is a serious budget shortage now and possibly there will be no funding from the state this time.  
 
Mr. Walther said there are 3 parts to the renourishment plan: 
 
1. Project Funding 
2. Preliminary Design 
3. Federal Agency Meeting. He anticipates presenting these plans to our County Commissioners this summer. 
 
Roger Blaylock, County Engineer, was also at the April meeting. He updated us on some of the projects the 
county has been working on. They have applied for a grant to complete a boardwalk from the Science building 
to the Mom's beach. Bathrooms at public beach have been renovated. Life guards are on duty. Discussed more 
life guards but Mr. Blaylock said there are no additional funds to hire more life guards. Commissioners are still in 
talks about the garbage service. 
 
Thanks to Snorkelicious for their nice announcement about the NBLRA sponsorship for the run in October. We 
will present them with the check at our May meeting. 
 
NBLRA has invited some of the Navarre Beach Marine Science Station students to attend our May meeting and 
we are very happy to have them. 
 
Hope everyone had a great time at the FUN FEST. 
 
See you May 21, 2011, at the Marine Science Station and bring a friend or neighbor. 
  
 
Teresa Pack 
President  

From the Desk of the President 



NBLRA President, Teresa Pack, brought the meeting to order. 
 
Roger Blaylock led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Minutes from the March meeting were approved. 
 
Treasurer’s report was approved. 

 
TREASURER REPORT FOR APRIL 16, 2011 

 
MARCH CHECKING BALANCE          7,320.02 
           
Income 
     Dues 335.00 
     BBC Donation w/dues 40.00 
 
 Total 375.00 
   
Debits 
     UPS Store Print Newsletter— March & April 407.15 
 Devra Edwards—March    
 Newsletter  75.00 
 Website    30.00 
 Postage    70.40 
 Website 1st Qtr   58.95   234.35 
 Website Domain Name  114.95 
   3/2011—3/2016  
  Total        756.45 
 

CURRENT CHECKING BALANCE 6,938.57 

 
C.D. #0118433308  – Issue Date 1/27/11 
 Renew Date 3/26/12 
 Interest—1.25%  

 Balance  1/27/11           11,456.93 
 
 TOTAL ASSETS     18,396.50 
 
CD 469422232 re-issued under CD 0118433308 for term of 14 
months @ 1.25% paid Quarterly with no surrender penalty. 
 
Membership as of March 27, 2011 = 271 

 

New Business 
 
Guest Speaker Michael Walther, President of Coastal Technology 
Corporation, addressed beach restoration. 
 

 Navarre Beach recently won an award for one of the top ten 
restored beaches in the country. A plaque will be presented to 

the County Commissioners and County. Roger Blaylock, the 
Santa Rosa County chief engineer and Navarre Beach executive 
director, invited all of the beach residents to attend the presen-
tation. 

 Walther said all restored beaches require maintenance about 
every 8 to 10 years. They are currently in the feasibility study 
and implementation planning stage for a 2014 restoration. The 
results of the study will be presented to the county this summer. 

 Because the county added additional parking in the last restora-
tion, the state increased their share of payment from 35 percent 
to 50 percent. Blaylock said state funding will be much more 
difficult to obtain. 

 The 2006 restoration after Hurricanes Ivan and Dennis added 3 
million cubic yards of sand producing dunes that were 14.5 feet 
high. The dunes were designed to resist a 25 year storm event. 

 In 2009 the county restored the west end of the island after 
Hurricanes Gustav and Ida. 

 Sand from the sound can not be used because of wildlife and 
environmental issues. The most economical and the least envi-
ronmental impact is to use the sand that exists in the gulf. The 
area has to be monitored for any damage from the BP oil spill. 

 Funding for the project will be discussed with the county com-
missioners and staff. County residents will have a chance to 
address the commissioners before it is voted on by the commis-
sioners. 

 
Roger Blaylock made the following announcements: 

 The county commissioners and the TDC have agreed to fund the 
Navarre Beach Marine Sanctuary reef sites. 

 The restroom pavilion east of the pier has been renovated and is 
re-opened.  

 Turtle monitoring will begin on May 1st. 

 The county had no plans to expand the number of lifeguard 
stations.  

 The county is still in negotiations with Waste Management. 
 

Old Business: 
 
Fire Department:  Ken Rudzki 

 The Fire Department will meet with county officials from public 
safety about water rescues. Rudzki said Navarre Beach is one of 
the only communities that does not have a designated first  
responder other than the fire department. 

 The Fire Department is undergoing more water rescue training 
this month. 

 
BBC:  No Report  

 
 

(Cont’d to Pg 4) 

April Minutes 



 

(cont’d from Pg 3) 

 
Lawsuit 

 We received word on April 21 that our appeal has been denied by 
the 1st District Court of Appeals. One area of note is that the court 
certified the appeal as one of public interest across the state. 
Therefore, the appeal is much more likely to be considered by the 
Supreme Court.  

 The Pensacola Beach case still has not been decided. 

 We will be meeting with our attorneys in the next few days to  
determine our next course of action. 

 
Scholarship 

 The NBLRA Scholarship Committee met with Charlene Mauro,  
Project Director of the NBMSS, and set a scholarship application 
deadline date of May 6, 2011. 

 
Beach Clean-up 

 The celebration of Earth Day in Santa Rosa County will once again 
be a "spring cleaning" for our area. On Saturday, April 23, the  
Navarre and Munson areas will begin at 8 am. Both Clean-Ups will 
run through noon, and bags and water will be provided. Volunteers 
are encouraged to bring gloves and hats. A dumpster will be  
located near the butterfly house. 

 We only had two volunteers to work with a front end loader to 
clear debris from lots. Therefore, the BBC will not rent a loader. 

 
Navarre Beach Marine Sanctuary 

 Last October, NBLRA helped to sponsor the Run for the Reef 5K 
race with a $250 donation. It is a major fund-raiser for the  
organization.  

 This year NBLRA has chosen to be a prime sponsor of the Run for 
the Reef 5K and will present a check for $1000.00 at the May 21st 
meeting.  

THANKS TO OUR LOCAL  
FIRE DEPARTMENT! 

 
Say “good job” to C-shft Lt. Ed King, FF/Emt Gary Diamond 
and FF/Emt Ryan Vallina for a water rescue made in the 
inter-coastal waterway on April 26 at 1942 hrs. Gary  
Diamond and Ryan Vallina on FD jetski rescued a female 
that had been floating for approx 2 hours before someone 
spotted her.  
Darkness had fallen and a wind advisory was out and the  
waters were very rough. The female had fallen off her  
windsurfer and could not get back in. Took approx 30  
minutes to find the victim. Midway FD was called to assist 
with their Zodiac but was canceled before they arrived. 
Chief Howard and Deputy Chief Rudzki were also on scene. 

April Fire Chief Report 

41 calls for the month of 
April 
 
In District-29 
Med-9 
Water Rescue-10 
Power line Down-1 
AFA-5 
MVA-1 
Elevator Rescue-2 
Public Assist-1 

Auto/Mutual Aid-12 
Brush Fire-2 
Station Coverage-2 
MVA-1 
Structure Fire-4 
Water Rescue-3 with 1  
fatality 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Michael C Howard 
Fire Chief  

 
NAME:     __________________________________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS: _______________________________________________________ 
 
CITY:____________________ STATE:_____________ZIP:_________________ 
 
PHONE:_______________ BEACH ADDRESS:__________________________ 
 
E-MAIL:       
 
HOW DO YOU WANT YOUR NEWSLETTER SENT:  E-MAIL_________  or  MAIL  ______ 
 
   SINGLEð$25          COUPLESð$40  
 
                   BEACH BEAUTIFICATION COMMITTEE DONATIONð$10 (TAX DEDUCTIBLE) 

 
 

Make Checks Payable To:  Navarre Beach Leaseholders and Residents Association 
Mail this form and check to address above  

 
NAVARRE BEACH LEASEHOLDERS AND RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 

P. O. BOX 5003, NAVARRE, FL 32566 
2011 MEMBERSHIP REGISTRATION/RENEWAL FORM 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

2045 Fountain Professional Ct. 

Navarre, FL  32566 

Website:  www.rasr.biz 

e:mail:  bfountain@rasr.com 

Office:  (850) 939-8770 

Fax:  (850) 939-6262 

Cell:  (850) 259-4782

 

Terri Savoie Properties 
(850) 936-9430 

Specializing in Navarre and  

Navarre Beach since 1986! 

BEFORE YOU BUY OR SELL CONSULT AN EXPERT 
  BEFORE YOU BUY OR SELL CONSULT AN EXPERT 

www.terrisavoieproperties.com 

 

 

 
Island View Realty, LLC 
           
 SALES           RENTALS              PROPERTY MGMT 
      Main Office        Beach Office       Navarre Bch Regency 
   8510 Navarre Pkwy     8443 Gulf Blvd.         8525 Gulf Blvd.  
    Navarre, FL  32566      Navarre Beach Navarre Beach 
    850-939-2366          850-939-2331  850-939-5756 

 

ñYour Full Service Real Estate Companyò 



Sponsors Needed for Beach  
Beautification Projects 

 
The Beach Beautification Committee needs your support to  
continue to improve and clean up Navarre Beach. 
 
We need sponsors for new islands along Gulf Blvd or around the 
Donor’s Pavilion.   An island consists of palm trees, plants, pine straw 
and an engraved bench.   The costs for an island is $2500.00 
 
Also we have an advertising opportunity to promote your business 
or association by purchasing a trash receptacle with doggy poop bag 
container to help keep Navarre Beach clean.  We will place a sign 
with your name or business on one of our trash bins and the cost is 
$300.00 

 
Call John Lewis at 939-7125 or Larry Sims at 936-8291 for details 

 

NBLRA OFFICERS FOR 2011 

 
President: Teresa Pack 
 (850) 939-1362 
 beachpack2@aol.com 
 
Vice President: Pam Johnson 
 (918) 519-8419 
 pjjbeach@cox.net 
   
Secretary:   John Richardson 
 (850) 420-0704 
 Jrichardsn@aol.com 
 
Treasurer: Angela Veal:   
 (850) 243-0243 
 aveal0473@aol.com 
 
WEB Master: Devra Edwards:   
& Newsletter (850) 939-2895   
 coloradosapphire@gmail.com 
 
WEB:   www.navarrebeach.org 

 

2011 Newsletter Advertising Rates 

 

Monthly:  $20.00 for a Business Size Card 

 

15% discount for a full year if paid in advance  

($204.00) 

 

Call Angela Veal @ 376-0330 or  

e-mail to aveal10473@aol.com 

 
TO REPORT VIOLATIONS OF THE BEACH  

ORDINANCES SUCH AS  
NO GLASS & NO WALKING  

ON THE DUNES 
 

CALL 983-1100 OR 983-1162 
IF YOU SEE ANIMALS ON THE BEACH CALL  

ANIMAL CONTROL @ 983-4680 

NBLRA 2011 Meeting Schedule 

 
May 21 
June  18 
July 16 

August 20 
September  17 

October 15 
November 19 
December 17 

 
ALL MEETINGS WILL BE HELD AT  
THE MARINE SCIENCE STATION  
UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTIFIED! 



SANTA ROSA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS AND STATE OFFICIALS 

HOW TO REACH THE COMMISSIONERS 

 
Phone: (850) 983-1877  
FAX:  (850) 983-1856 

Email:  bcc@santarosa.fl.gov 
WEB:  www.santarosa.fl.gov 

 
Address:  6495 Caroline Street, Milton, FL 32570 

 

MEETINGS AND AGENDA 
 

Regular commissioner meetings are the sec-
ond and the fourth Thursday of each month. 
Regular meetings are preceded by committee 
meetings on the Monday prior to the regular 
meeting.  All meetings begin at 9 a.m. 
  
Agendas will be posted online on Friday before 
the Monday committee meeting; and on 
Wednesday before the Thursday regular meet-
ing at www.santarosa.fl.gov  
 

 

STATE SENATOR DON GAETZ R-Niceville 
1-866-450-4DON 

Gaetz.don@flsenate.gov 
 

 
 
 

STATE REPRESENTATIVE MATT GAETZ 
R-Ft. Walton Beach 

(850) 833-9328 
 

gaetz.matt@myfloridahouse.gov 

PHONE NUMBERS TO KEEP HANDY 
 

Navarre Beach Water & Sewer Department:  (850) 936-6110; FAX (850) 936-6112 
Navarre Beach Fire Department:  (850) 939-2448  

Santa Rosa County Animal Services:  Office (850) 983-4680 or (850) 936-6177 
Santa Rosa Sheriffôs Office:   (850) 983-1100; (850) 936-6016;  

Navarre District 2:  (850) 981-2250 (New); Gulf Breeze (850) 981-2270 
Emergency:  911    

Emergency Management Center:  (850) 983-5360; (850) 494-7458;   
www.santarosa-emergency.com 

Florida Fish and Wildlife Emergency: 888-404-3922;  850-265-3676, (regional office in Panama City.) 

Gulf Breeze 

5 

Navarre 

Beach  4 

Milton 

3 

2 

1 4 
2 

22

Chumuckla 

Pace 

SANTA ROSA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS  

Jim Williamson 
District 1 

Vice Chairman 
 

comm-williamson@santarosa.fl.gov 

   Don Salter 
District 3 

Jim Melvin- 
District 4 

Lane Lynchard 
Chairman 

District 5 
 

comm-lynchard@santarosa.fl.gov 

  Bob Cole   
District 2 

comm-cole@santarosa.fl.gov 

comm-salter@santarosa.fl.gov 

comm-melvin@santarosa.fl.gov 
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Find us on the web: www.navarrebeach.org  

Happy Memorial Day!  
Thank you to all Active Duty & Retired Military for your  

Incredible Sacrifice for our Country!  

Navarre Beach Fire  
Department Board  

Meetings 

Meetings are held at 6:30 PM at 
the Rudzki Firehouse and the  

Public is invited!   
 

Questions: Contact John Lewis @ 
(850) 937-7125 or   

Ken Rudzki @ (850) 240-3870 
 
 

June 1 July 6 

August 3 September 7 

October 5 November 2 

December 7 

Navarre Beach Marine Science Station 
Recipient of the Gulf Guardian Award!  

Charlene Mauro, Project Director Navarre Beach Marine Science Station, an-
nounced that her students are receiving the very prestigious Gulf Guardian 
Award. This makes her students a winner in the Youth/Education Category. 

The Gulf of Mexico Program Partnership developed the Gulf Guardian Awards 
as a way to recognize and honor the community groups, that are taking posi-
tive steps to keep the Gulf healthy..  The first Gulf Guardian Awards were 
recognized in 2000. 
 
The Gulf Guardian Award is an important way by which valuable efforts are 

recognized for stewardship of our national resource from which we all derive so much benefit.  
Every year since a first, second and third place award are given in seven categories.  All winners 
receive an impressive marble and glass memento, press coverage on their project, and recognition 
by their peers. 
 
Kris Wagner, a volunteer teacher at NBMSS, submitted the application in which she wrote an ex-
emplary recommendation of how the students attending the NBMSS are exhibiting stewardship 
through education needed to help keep the Gulf healthy and productive.  Charlene commented:  
“This is a big accomplishment for all of us—and icing on the cake for this Marine Science educa-
tor!” 


