
 
Hello Everyone, 
 
It is with much sadness that we must report the passing of one of our members. Charles Pack passed  on 
Thursday January 22nd. Charles had been under treatment for cancer and died in Hospice in Pensacola. Many 
of you remember Charles as the hard working guy , along with others , that started the original Navarre 
Beach against Illegal Taxation Committee in 2001. Charles devoted many long hours and much energy coordi-
nating the lawsuit on behalf of the Leaseholders. Charles will be missed and we offer Teresa and the Pack 
family our heartfelt sympathy and prayers 
 
The New Year is now well under way and your Board of Directors and committees are hard at work. The 
aŀǊŘƛ DǊŀǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŎƻƳŜ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƻǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ Ŧƭƻŀǘ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƛƴ ƭƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 
ǘƘŜƳŜΣ ά wƻŎƪƛƴƎ  ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŎŀŘŜǎέ Σ /ƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŀŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦŜǎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇŀǊŀŘŜ 
starts at 1 pm on February 22nd starting at Arkansas St. and proceeding to the State Park. We hope everyone 
has a fun and SAFE  time . 
 
We are told that the road to Pensacola Beach will be open by the end of February. We sincerely hope that 
this is the case. Re-opening the road will make Navarre beach a safer place by having another way off the 
island in case the bridge is damaged or closed. It will also improve the economy of Navarre Beach  as well as 
Navarre, because it should encourage more visitors to come over from Pensacola Beach . 
 
It has been a long time, but, maybe we are finally seeing the beach put back into pre-Ivan condition. With the 
road being re-opened and the permits and contracts being let for the Navarre Beach Pier set to happen  this  
Spring, there is optimism that this spring and summer will have more normal levels of tourists and visitors.  
We are also impressed with  the nice landscape projects along Gulf Boulevard being undertaken by some of 
ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴŘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄŜǎΦ bƻǿ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ IƻƭƛŘŀȅ Lƴƴ ŀƴŘ .ŀǊǊŀŎǳŘŀΩǎ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ LǎƭŀƴŘΗ 
 
Remember the meeting for February has been changed to the 14th because of the Mardi Gras parade. 
 

Hope to see many of you then.  

 

Robert Coley 

President NBLRA 
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Minutes from the NBLRA January Meeting 
 

Robert Coley called the meeting to order. He thanked 
Nanci Agee for her many years of service to the NBLRA. 
 
!ƴƎŜƭŀ ±Ŝŀƭ ƎŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΦ ¢ƘŜ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ 
checking balance was $8,001.37. Income from dues was 
$2,245.00 and BBC donations were $180.00. Total bills 
paid out were $1,069.48 to bring the current checking 
balance to $9,356.91. The current CD balance is 
$11,190.00. Total assets for December were $20,546.91. 
¢ƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǿŀǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘΦ 
 
John Richardson read the December minutes and they 
were approved. 
 

Old Business 
 

BBC 
Robert Coley presented a check to the BBC for $550 
as a result of the $10 check box on the dues card 
that was mailed out.  
WǳŘȅ [Ŝǿƛǎ ƎŀǾŜ ŀ ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊΩǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ../Φ ¢ƘŜ 
previous balance was $4,896.02. Expenses 
amounted to $1,561.74. Deposits were $15,000. The 
new on-hand balance is $18,334.28. 
Jim Taylor and John Lewis will offer a motion at the 
next meeting to dedicate a bench to the memory of 
Charles Pack. 

  

Tax Lawsuit  
Paul Horil and John Richardson gave an update on 
the lawsuit. The next hearing is scheduled for April 
24th concerning a protective order motion filed by 
our attorney to limit the information asked for by 
aǊΦ .ǊƻǿƴΩǎ ŀǘǘƻǊƴŜȅǎΦ 
Many of us received letters about the Intangible Tax. 
Our attorney has spoken to the state tax office and 
they said these letters were sent because intangible 
tax forms were filed in the past. We should just fill 
ǘƘŜƳ ƻǳǘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƻǿŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎΦ  tŀǳƭ ŀƭǎƻ 
suggested just getting the intangible tax form and 

filling it out with the years left on the lease and the 
taxes owed. 
Gerald Odgers addressed the meeting. He recently 
published a letter in the Gulf Breeze paper concern-
ƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǘŀȄ ƭŜŀǎŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎΦ IŜ Ƙŀǎ 
asked the Santa Rosa County Commissioners for a 
legal opinion of refunded leases since Escambia 
County tried to refund leases and the Attorney  
General informed them that they should not make 
refunds of leases. He introduced Bill Post who wrote 
ŀ ōƻƻƪ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά5ŜŎŜƛǘ .ŜŀŎƘέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀȄŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ  
Navarre and Pensacola Beach. 
Judy Lewis announced that Charles Pack, our advo-
cate in the previous law suit, is very ill and she would 
like us to keep him in our thoughts. Since the meet-
ing, we have learned that Charles has passed away. 

 

Beach Road 
Jim Taylor said he spoke with Jerry Eubanks, Gulf 
Islands National Park. The new date for the road 
opening is the end of February. Jim said the delay 
was caused when the park decided to complete Opal 
Beach before the completion of the road for safety 
reasons. 

 

Rental Flyers 
Robert Coley said that the flyers that Nanci Agee  
had Devra Edwards create will cost about $1000 to 
reproduce 5000. These will be distributed to condos 
along the beach to be included in rental packages. 
Robert said that one of our chief duties is to educate 
the public and these flyers go a long way to that end. 
A motion was made and seconded to allocate funds 
to print the flyers. The motion was approved. 

 

Mardis Gras Parade 
Terry Taylor gave an update. They have developed a 
theme and will begin looking for costumes. There are 
about 20 people who are interested in helping. 
The next meeting is January 22. 
 
  ό/hb¢Ω5 hb tD оύ 

 

JANUARY MINUTES 
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 SIGN UP & JOIN THIS  

WORTHWHILE PROGRAM  

 
FRIENDS OF GULF ISLANDS  

NATIONAL SEASHORE 
 

For more information contact  

 
Bonnie Becker  

foguis@cox.net  

or call 850 - 433 - 4293  

NBAITC Update 
 

The next hearing is scheduled for April 24th concerning a protective order motion filed 
ōȅ ƻǳǊ ŀǘǘƻǊƴŜȅ ǘƻ ƭƛƳƛǘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎƪŜŘ ŦƻǊ ōȅ aǊΦ .ǊƻǿƴΩǎ ŀǘǘƻǊƴŜȅǎΦ 

  
Many of us received letters about the Intangible Tax. Our attorney has spoken to the 
state tax office and they said these letters were sent because intangible 

ǘŀȄ ŦƻǊƳǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŦƛƭŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΦ ²Ŝ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ƨǳǎǘ Ŧƛƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ ƻǳǘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƻǿŜ 
anything.   Paul also suggested just getting the intangible tax form and filling it out 
with the years left on the lease and the taxes owed. 

ό/hb¢Ω5 Cwha tD нύ 
 

New Business 
 

Vandalism 
Robert Coley spoke about the recent vandalism in the park. We should report suspicious activity if we see any. 

 The sign at the west end of the island was also damaged by vandals. John Lewis said he will attempt to fix it. 
 

Dog Park 
Robert Coley asked for our position regarding a dog park. The members voted to oppose a dog park because it 
will interfere with bird and turtle nesting. 

 

Membership Committee 
Linda Coley and John Conner will work together to create a plan to get new members. 

 

Bike Path 
Jim Taylor gave a bike path update. The county has decided to fix the sea wall first and then complete the bike 
path starting in September. 

 
[ƛƴŘŀ /ƻƭŜȅ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƛŦ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ !ǇǊƛƭΩǎ wŜƭŀȅ ŦƻǊ [ƛŦŜΦ Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎΦ 
 
The next meeting is scheduled for February 14.  
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Navarre Beach leaseholders incensed about ad 
valorem taxation on their property by Escambia 
County, banded together Saturday and took 
initial steps to stop the collection of taxes levied 
the last three years. 

The land sub-lessee, representing a four-mile 
strip of property from Navarre Bridge Westward, 
formed the Navarre Beach Leaseholders Asso-
ciation Inc., and quickly moved to present a 
resolution on their double taxation to the Santa 
Rosa County Beach Administration Wednesday. 

Following the appointment of temporary offi-
cers more than 40 leaseholders voted to ask the 
Santa Rosa Beach Administration to seek an 
injunction putting an immediate halt to payment 
of taxes for 1972, 1973 and 1974. 

ά¢ƘŜ 9ǎŎŀƳōƛŀ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ŀŘ ǾŀƭƻǊŜƳ ǘŀȄŜǎ ŦƻǊ 
those years are a clear breach of contracts with 
Santa Rosa County and its governmental arm, 
the SRBA.  The taxes represent many thousands 
ƻŦ ŘƻƭƭŀǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǇŀȅΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 
Harry G. Howton, newly appointed president of 
the association. 

The taxes, which become delinquent May 1, will 
not be paid by many of the leaseholders pending 
legal action, it was revealed during the 1:30 pm 
meeting at Navarre Beach Holiday Inn. 

The property holders, with complaints similar to 
those of Pensacola Beach residents said that as 
sub-leases to Santa Rosa County, they should 
not be required to pay an ad valorem taxes 
whatsoever. 

Under an agreement between the two counties 
in 1957, Escambia County instructed the Santa 
Rosa Island Authority to sell an automatically 
renewable 99-year lease to Santa Rosa County 
for $100 a year. 

Santa Rosa County then obtained a state legisla-
tive act that prevented taxation of Navarre 
Beach leaseholders and established the Santa 
Rosa Beach Administration. 

The beach administration then sub-divided, 
developed, advertised and leased with the at-
traction of no ad valorem taxes. 

The master lease also contained an open-end 
option that Santa Rosa County could purchase 
Navarre Beach from Escambia County for $5,000 
at any time. 

Presently, Santa Rosa County and Escambia 
County officials are engaged in court battles on 
the title of Navarre Beach. 

In 1971, the state legislature passed a law that 
said 99-year leases for ad valorem tax purposes 
were considered real property, unless the prop-
erty was for public use. 

The Pensacola Beach leaseholders subsequently 
filed suit and took it to the Supreme Court, but 
the case was refused because no federal ques-
tion was involved. 

In September 1974, Escambia County Tax Asses-
sor John R. Jones sent computer tax assess-
ments to all leaseholders in Pensacola Beach 
and Navarre for whom names could be ob-
tained. 

Appeals by leaseholders prompted two hearings 
before the Escambia County Board of Adjust-
ment Dec. 9 and 11, but most leaseholders were 
denied relief. 

On Dec. 18, the Santa Rosa Beach Administra-
tion passed two resolutions for action, asking 
that the Santa Rosa County Commission exercise 
its option on Navarre Beach and that an injunc-
tion be obtained restraining Escambia County 
from collecting any ad valorem taxes on Navarre 
Beach leaseholders. 

ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀŘǾƛǎƛƴƎΣ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ǿŀȅΣ ǿƘŀǘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 
take in respect to these tax bills, just outlining 
the current situation as well as we can sort the 
ƳŜǎǎ ƻǳǘΣέ Iƻǿǘƻƴ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ bŀǾŀǊǊŜ .ŜŀŎƘ 
leaseholders. 

Association members then passed the resolution 
not only to seek an injunction on tax payments, 
but also to ask the SRBA to determine leasehold-
ŜǊǎΩ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀǇǇǊƻπ
priate legal action to provide past and future tax 
relief. 

ά²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻǊ ƎƻƛƴƎΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛŦ ǿŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ǉŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǘŀȄŜǎ ƻǊ 
not.  We just want someone to tell us the best 
ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƻΣέ ǎŀƛŘ ƻƴŜ .ŀǘƻƴ wƻǳƎŜΣ [ŀΦΣ ƭŜŀǎŜπ
holder. 

Another leaseholder, angry over constantly 
rising tax assessments on his property, said 
property holders are bearing unnecessary bur-
dens. 

ά¢ƘŜ 9ǎŎŀƳōƛŀ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ǘŀȄ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƻǊǎ ƪŜŜǇ ŎƘŀƴƎπ

ing their minds about how much money they 
want from the four-ƳƛƭŜ ǎǘǊƛǇΣέ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƴ ǎŀƛŘΦ  
ά¢ŀȄ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ōƻǳƴŎƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ Řƻǿƴ 
every year. 

An Alabama man, who holds a lease on Navarre 
.ŜŀŎƘΣ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ 
Escambia County can legally enforce a tax when 
ǘƘŜȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ άƴƻǘ ƻƴŜ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ 
ŀǊŜŀΦέ 

ά¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǘŀȄƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǘƻǿƴΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƘƻƭŜ ƳŜǎǎΦ  ²Ŝ ŎŀƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛπ
pate in election of the people who are taxing 
ǳǎΦέ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǳǘ-of-state leaseholder. 

Howton, after hearing complaints from partici-
pating leaseholders, said maybe they can finally 
have a voice with the formation of the associa-
tion. 

Agreeing with Howton, a Louisiana man said his 
ǘǊƛǇǎ ǘƻ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ ǿŜǊŜ άƴƛƎƘǘƳŀǊŜǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŘƛŘπ
ƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴȅōƻŘȅΣ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿǎ ŀƴŘ L 
ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǾƻǘŜΦέ 

He added that taxation should be based on fact 
rather than crystal-balling of the future of Na-
varre Beach. 

Mrs. Evelyn K. Cohen, acting secretary labeled 
ǘƘŜ ŘƻǳōƭŜ ǘŀȄ άƘƻǊǊŜƴŘƻǳǎέ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŜ CƭƻǊπ
ida legislative delegation had indicated its desire 
to relieve Navarre Beach leaseholders of the tax, 
but they needed more vigorous public protest 
first. 

ά²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǿŜƴǘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƻƴƭȅ ǘǿƻ 
couples were in attendance to complain.  Legis-
ƭŀǘƻǊǎ ǘƻƭŘ ǳǎ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ōŀƛƭ 
ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ǿŜ ŀǎ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƻΣέ aǊǎΦ 
Cohen said. 

To get things moving, the new association 
elected temporary officers and directors Satur-
day for the coming months. 

Besides Howton and Mrs. Cohen, the new vice 
president is Gerald LaPointe and treasurer is 
John Linn. 

The three directors are Jim Hall, Warren Polson 
and Shirley Hitchcock. 

The directors will also coordinate a legal com-
mittee, membership committee and referral of 
information to all out-of-town leaseholders. 

/ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ b.[w!Ω{ опǘƘ !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅΣ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ                   ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ 

 first published Sunday, February 23, 1975 in the Pensacola News Journal  

Navarre Leaseholders Vote Not to Pay Property Tax 
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